J. F. J. Brentano, St. Paul doctor, by Connie Lenzen, 9 September 2022

JOHN FREDERICK JOSEPH BRENTANO

John Frederick Joseph Brentano, the progenitor of St. Paul’s Brentano family, was born in
Groningen, the Netherlands, on 20 March 1820, the son of Johannes Fredericus Brentano, a druggist
and his wife, Henderika Crone.: The baptismal record is shown below.

In 1844, he wed Elizabeth Muller who was also born in Groningen.: He died in St. Paul, Oregon,
on 10 February 1902. She died on 23 December 1905, also in St. Paul.
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J. F. J. Brentano, St. Paul doctor, by Connie Lenzen, 9 September 2022

To the United States

John Frederick Joseph Brentano was a practicing physician in the Netherlands until 1857 when the
family migrated to the United States where they first went to Kansas.: The family then consisted of
John and Elizabeth and their two sons, Johannes Fredericus “Fred” Theodorus Bonfacius Brentano,
born on 5 June 1850 in Ouder-Amstel and Ringnor Lambertus Maria Brentano, born on 3 May 1853
in Oud-Diemen. Casimir Frederic Brentano was born about 1859 in Kansas.

The Brentano family tradition is that they arrived in St. Paul in July of 1863.: This is likely since
the first Brentano entry in the St. Paul church books was penned on 27 December 1863 when John
Brentano and his wife were godparents for F. X. Laderoute’s daughter, Marie Laderoute.: Marion
County had been experiencing a rapid demographic change. In 1850, roughly forty percent of the
population was French Canadian. In 1860, that number was reduced to three percent.:The new
arrivals purchased land that was originally farmed by the French-Canadian pioneers, and the
Brentano family was no exception.

As Harvey McKay wrote in his St. Paul, Oregon, 1830-1890 book, “They [the Brentanos]
purchased a 700-acre farm about a mile and a half west of the mission, and Dr. Brentano opened a
small office in St. Paul.”

Marion County deeds provide some details. On 28 September 1868, Johannes F. J. Brentano
purchased 140 acres in the southeast corner of the Jean Jeangras Donation Land Claim from William
Maloney.: He paid $600 for the land that was adjacent to the St. Paul Mission property. The map
below shows the Jeangras claim and the St. Paul’s Mission claim.

On 2 March 1869, Brentano purchased ten acres in the northwest corner of the St. Paul Mission
Claim from Archbishop Blanchet. The purchase price was $80.00.: On 2 March 1869, J. F. J.
Brentano purchased Block 45 in St. Paul from Archbishop F. N. Blanchet. This lot was presumably
where the family was living at the time.
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Block 45 is bounded by
Delorme (Delmore on the map),
Malo, Main, and Second.

The purchase price for the 200
by 264 foot lot was $1.00. Such a
low price usually indicates there
was another sum paid privately.=
However, there is no record of a
mortgage in the Marion County
mortgage indexes.

Dr. Brentano was known to
provide pro bono medical service
to members of the religious
community. The property may
have been thanks for his services.

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Oregon also sold four acres in Twp 4 S, Range 3Wto J. F. J.
Brentano — the purchase price was $60.00.:

A practicing physician

On 1 July 1862, the U.S. Congress established what has become known as the Civil War Income
Tax. People with annual incomes of over $600 paid a three percent tax. In addition, certain
occupations were taxed. Doctors were in that category.=

In 1868, J. F. J. Brentano, physician of St. Louis, was assessed a $10.00 tax.=
In May 1870, J. F. J. Brentano, St Paul physician, was accessed a $10.00 tax.x

The Brentano family was enumerated in the 1870 Champoeg Precinct census. (There was no St.
Paul district in 1870 or 1880.) It is clear they were in St. Paul because A. J. Glorieux, the parish
priest, was enumerated near them.

e J. F.J. Brentano, physician, owned $1,200 worth of real estate and had $1,000 worth of
personal estate.

e Elizabeth Brentano, his wife, aged 52, “keeps house.”

e J. F.T. Brentano, his twenty-one-year-old son, was working as a laborer.

e Maria L, his seventeen-year-old son, was at school. [Maria was Ring Brentano’s middle
name.]

e Frederick his son, was aged ten.

The closest census neighbors were Ellen Larrison and her family and James Coyle, Jr., a
blacksmith. Other neighbors included Joseph Davidson, a carpenter, Susan Pette, and A Lambert.=
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As a side note, there were only
twenty-five physicians listed in the
1870 Marion County census. Most
were living in Salem. Two others
besides Dr. Brentano were in
Champoeg Precinct - G. W.
Rosencranz, age 59, and W. J. Bailey,
age 63. One was in Jefferson. Three
were in Waconda. One was in Aurora.
One was in Fairfield. One was in
Silverton. One was in Aumsville.

There were 600 people enumerated
in the 1870 Champoeg census —
suggesting a doctor would have a busy
life.

In 1880, the Brentano family was again enumerated in Champoeg District.= John’s occupation was
given as “Medicine, Obstetrician.”

The three sons were at home and working as farmers.

e John F. T. B. Brentano was aged thirty-one,
e Ringus L. M. Brentano was aged twenty-six, and
e Casimer F. Brentano was aged twenty.

The Brentano’s closest census neighbors were the families of John W. Kennedy and Andrew W.
Hughes. Other neighbors included William B. Palmer, Mary Connor and her family, Donald Manson
Jr. and his siblings, Casper Zorn, and John B. Ferschwiler and family. The Zorns and the Mansons
were known as Champoeg residents — suggesting the family may have been living on their farm.

Dr. Brentano was listed as an obstetrician in the 1880 census, but as one of the few doctors in the
Champoeg precinct, he more likely would have been a general practitioner. Several medical recipes
were penned into Casimer Brentano’s day journal. Here are three.

e For Diarrhea, vomiting, feverishness, Ect. Carbonica magnesia, Rhubarb, Valerian,
sweetener, equal parts, dose a scant silver 5-cent piece of white sugar to equal amount of
drugs.

e For sprew, sore mouth. Borax, 20 grains mixed with soup spoonful of honey, sirup, or
molasses, apply with a feather.

e For Diphtheria. Muriatic acid enough to make honey or sugar water sharp. Apply with a
feather to parts affected.

When Dr. Brentano and his wife celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in St. Paul on April
17, 1894, the Salem Statesman Journal reported, “The doctor is 73 years of age and his wife 75. They
are hale and hearty and the old gentleman is still practicing medicine.”-

Church records

The first Brentano entry in the St. Paul church books was penned on 27 December 1863 when
John Brentano and his wife were godparents for F. X. Laderoute’s daughter, Marie Laderoute.=On 19
December 1864, Dr. Brentano was witness to Xavier Laderoute’s burial in the St. Paul Cemetery.=
The families were either friends, neighbors, or Dr. Brentano was their family doctor.
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The following items from the 1864 to 1881 St. Paul Church register lists burials that Dr. Brentano
attended as a witness.

24 December 1864, Catherine Murphy, age about 50, wife of Daniel Murphy.=

16 January 1865, Anne, daughter of Thomas Norwest and Louise St. Andre.» Jean
Brentano and Reginerius Brentano were also witnesses.

25 February 1865, Julie (Indian), wife of Adolphe Jette, aged about 25.=

18 March 1865, Joseph Francois, son of Joseph Bertrands and Isabelle Aubichon, age 12
days.=

26 March 1865, Marie (Indian), wife of Wagnener, aged about 60 years.=

13 September 1867, Adolphe, son of Liza Manson and an unknown father.=

15 September 1867, Theodore, son of George Aplin and Mary Wagner, aged two months.=
5 November 1869, Anne Murray, wife of Chs. Jn. Fitzgerald, age 34 years.-

18 November 1869, Theresia Schultheis, daughter of Michael Schultheis, age seven
months.=

28 November 1869, Adelaide Lambert, daughter of Auguste Lambert, aged about 10
years.=

27 May 1870, Robert Daly aged about 40 years.«
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e 12 October 1870, Margaret Kerr, daughter of Sam Kerr and Cath. Coffey.
e 16 January 1870, Margaret Kirk, daughter of Peter Kirk, aged 6 Y2 years.=
e 6 July 1871, Mary Jane Pichet, daughter of Roch Pichet, aged nine.=

e 23 September 1871, Mary Flynn, wife of Peter Flynn, aged 71.

e 5 May 1872, Marcelline, daughter of Pierre Pepin and Susanne Goodridge, aged four
months. Casimer Brentano was also a witness.

e 20 May 1873, Peter Flynn, aged 87 years.

e 15 June 1873, Mary Petit, wife of Regis Picard, about 35-years.*

e 2 September 1873, Margaret Lyons, wife of Peter Kirk, age 42.

e 22 April 1874, Thomas Hubbard, husband of Genevieve Longtain.=

e 29 September 1874, Helen Lyons, mother of the late Mrs. Kirk, aged 75. She was buried in
the new graveyard.~

e 14 April 1875, Patrick Connor, aged 69.
e 20 October 1875, Lucy Perrault, wife of John Goule, aged 35.

e 17 February 1876, Dr. William Bayley, aged 70.- Note: Dr. Bailey practiced in Champoeg.
With his death, there was one less doctor in the area.

e 17 March 1876, Nancy Longtain, wife of Andrew Longtain, aged 80.«
e 7 March 1879, A child of Ch. Pelland and his wife Mary Coleman, a few days old.«
e 3 March 1879, Moses Servant, age 29.

e 12 May 1881, Emma Patterson, daughter of Patterson and Sara O’Kelly, aged 26 years.«

Baptisms

Dr. Brentano was also a baptismal sponsor. None of the families were living near the Brentano
family in the 1870 or 1880 censuses. As an obstetrician, Brentano may have been invited to be a
baptismal sponsor for some of the babies.

e 8 October 1871, Joseph Daught, son of John and Julia Daught, aged three months.«

e 15 February 1873, Narcisse, son of Pierre Pepin [Lachance] and Suzan Goodrich. Mrs.
Brentano was also a godparent.« Mrs. Brentano was also a baptismal sponsor. [Narcisse
and his family moved to the Grand Ronde Indian Reservation, and his descendants are
enrolled members of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde.]

e 23 February 1873, John Murphy, son of Matthew Murphy and Helen M. Costello.«

e 23 November 1873, Mary Emma, daughter of John P. Wittman and Catherine Smith.~
e 13 December 1877, Edward, son of Peter Kitson and Angelique Dupre.«

e 23 January 1881, an infant child of Francis Lambert and Clementine Mongrain.-
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Civic affairs

Dr. Brentano became a citizen
of the United States on 4 October
1880. His naturalization took place
in the Yamhill County Circuit Court
in Lafayette.«

As a citizen, he was eligible to
perform public service.

He was on the Marion County
June term jury list in 1888.«

In January 1889, he was named
as one of the Marion County road
supervisors.=

He was on the 1892 Marion
County jury list.=

He didn’t have to be a citizen when
he signed an 1886 petition for A.
Choguette and F. Bernier to sell
“spirtious, mall and vinous liquors
in less quantities than a gallon.”

Dr. Brentano’s sons were also involved in civic affairs. In February 1888, a Young Man’s Institute
was organized at St. Paul. The Institute, a fraternal benefit society, had as its goals, “to promote a
more friendly feeling between the young men of this coast; to entertain each other, both at home and
abroad; to assist each other in sickness; to redeem the wayward; and to insure the lives of its
members in the amount of five hundred dollars.” R. L. M. Brentano was elected corresponding
secretary, and C. F. Brentano was appointed to the executive committee.=

In April 1888, Ring Brentano, along with Stephen Coleman, R. E. Kirk, J. E. Kennedy, B. J.
Wirfs, Thomas Kirk, S. J. Connor, A. Hughes, W. Murphy, C Brentano, and others, filed articles of
incorporation for the St Paul Stock Company. Capital stock was $500. The object of the company
was to own and sell St Paul real estate and to build a hall for gatherings.=
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The complete story of the Brentano sons’ activities is not given in this narrative. It would take too
many pages.

Steam saw miill

In October of 1892, the C{ 1 -

following advertisement { T

ran in Salem Oregon’s ! | !
Statesman Journal.- ‘ s ‘ 4 A

FOR SALE.

At St Paul, Marion County. Oregon. Easy
terms, Write toor inquireof J. F. T. B. Bren-
tano, st. Paul, Oregon. 10:25

No photo of
the Brentano
sawmill is
known to exist.

This 1892
photo of the
Johnson and
EK sawmill
from the St
Paul Mission
Historical
Society digital
collection
shows a
sawmill from
the same era.

On 15 October 1886, the following news item was published in Salem, Oregon’s, Statesman
Journal newspaper. The wood and that was stolen may have been from the sawmill.

Indicted for Stealing Wood — On Friday night last, Theo. Boutin, constable of St. Paul precinct,
brought Edward Meilandt and Andrew Thomas to the county jail to await the action of the grand
jury in default of $200 bonds. Yesterday, the grand jury returned an indictment against them for
removing about 20,000 feet of timber and wood from the place of J. F. Brentano without having a
legal right so, to do, on the first day of August and at sundry times thereafter up to the present
time.=

Six days later, on 21 October 1886, the case was dismissed.
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Case Dismissed — The case against Edward Meilandt and Andrew Thomas, charged with
cutting and removing timber from the land of another, was dismissed by Judge Boise yesterday, as
there was some irregularity in the indictment. Mr. Brentano at once started to out another warrant,
but acting on the advice of Prosecuting Attorney Belt, he desisted, and is likely the two late
defendants will leave the county, and perhaps the state, before the next term of the circuit court,
for the county’s good. If they are here then, another indictment will probably be found against
them.=

Photograph of the Brentano Family. Estimated date in between 1890 and 1905 based on dress
and year range of C.A. Brentano's ledger. The photograph was placed inside the cover of C.A.
Brentano's ledger accession #2018.1.1.

In 1900, the Brentano families—John F. J. Brentano, Casimir Brentano, John F. Theo. Brentano,
and Ring Brentano—were listed adjacent to each other in the St. Paul census. Their neighbors
included Matilda Kirk, daughter of William Dixon, Gab Vanderbeck, Henry Bellart, Bridge Trevor,
Xavier Goyette, and George Faber.

Dr. Brentano died on 10 February 1902 and was buried in the St. Paul cemetery. Elizabeth died on
3 December 1905. She had given birth to nine children, and three were living.= Those three were
Johannes Fredericus “Fred” Theodoricus, Ringnor Lambertus Maria “Ring,” and Casimer Frederic
Brentano.

The house

e In August 1868, J. F. J. B. Brentano purchased four acres in St Paul from the Roman Catholic
Archbishop — purchase price: $60.00.=

e On 28 September 1868, Johannes F. J. Brentano purchased 140 acres in the southeast corner of
the Jean Jeangras Donation Land Claim from William Maloney.= He paid $600 for the land that
was adjacent to the St. Paul Mission property
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e On 2 March 1869, Brentano purchased ten acres in the northwest corner of the St. Paul Mission
claim from Archbishop Blanchet. The purchase price was $80.00.=

e On 2 March 1869, Brentano purchased Block 45 in St. Paul from Archbishop F. N. Blanchet.
This lot was presumably where the family was living at the time, and this is the block where the
house now known as the Dr. Brentano House was sitting when it was moved to the St. Paul
Mission Historical Society property.

The Dr.
Brentano house
was donated by
the St. Paul
Rodeo
Association and
moved to the
historical
society’s
property in
1994. Richard
Brentano and
United Disposal
Service donated
$14,709 for the
moving of the
house, including
the new
foundation.
When it was
moved, it
looked like this.

The house was clad in an aluminum siding — more about what was underneath the siding later.

A photo from about 1900 shows what the house looked like then — without the aluminum siding.
From this view, one can clearly see three units — the front where the current living room is located;
the middle, where the dining room, a bedroom or office, and the kitchen are located; and the back
one-story portion. Sometime after 1900, the back portion was converted into a bathroom on one side
and an enclosed porch on the other side.

The second story was divided into rooms.
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The photo also shows an out building with a door and window — this building was not moved to the
historical society site.
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When the aluminum siding was removed in 2022, the original house sidings were revealed.

The narrow siding on the right is on the front part of the house. The wider siding to the left is from
the middle house portion — the dining room, kitchen, and other room part.
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From the other side of the house, the division between the middle and back sections are clear.
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Child list
Three Brentano children survived to adulthood and settled on French Prairie.

e Johannes Fredericus “Fred” Theodoricus, born on 5 June 1850, Ouder-Amstel, The

Netherlands; died on 5 April 1925, St. Paul. He married Catherine Ahern on 14 October
1884.

e Ringnor Lambertus Maria Brentano, born on 3 May 1853, Oud-Diemen, Netherlands; died
on 22 June 1921, St Paul. He married Mary Magdeline Ernst.

e Casimir Frederic Brentano, born about 1859, Atchison County, Kansas; died in 1930. He
married Dora Thomas on 18 July 1889 in St. Paul.
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C.A. Brentano's farm ledger includes this family register.
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